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and difficult in developing a public sentiment
which should sway the judges without their being
aware of it. The printed arguments of Mason,
Smith, and Webster were carefully sent to certain
of the judges, but not to all. All documents of
a similar character found their way to the same
quarters. The leading Federalists were aroused
everywhere, so that the judges might be made to
feel their opinion. With Story, as a New Eng-
land man, a Democrat by circumstances, a Fed-
eralist by nature,' there was but little difficulty.
A thorough review of the case, joined with Mr.
Webster's argument, caused him soon to change
his first impression. To reach Livingston and
Johnson was not so easy, for they were out of
New England, and it was necessary to go a long
way round to get at them. The great legal up-
holder of Federalism in New York was Chancellor
Kent. His first impression, like that of Story,
was decidedly against the college, but after much
effort on the part of the trustees and their able
allies, Kent was converted, partly through his
reason, partly through his Federalism, and then
his powers of persuasion and his great influence
on opinion came to bear very directly on Living-
ston, more remotely on Johnson. The whole busi-
ness was managed like a quiet, decorous political
campaign. The press and the party were every-
where actively interested. At first, and in the
early summer of 1818, before Kent was converted,